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Sunday, August 30, 2015

Theme:
Every Believer Is a Priest of the Living God
Scripture:
1 Peter 1:1—2:10; Ephesians 4:11-13; Luke 9:1-2; 10:1, 9, 16
Christians, because of who you are in Christ Jesus,

you are the frontline for God’s mission in our world today.

You are priests and ministers of God’s grace

in the spirit of which Jesus sent his 12 disciples in mission.

A review of our identity today by St. Peter (select verses from 1 Peter 1:1—2:10, NIV)
Major Declarations to Followers of Jesus Christ:
1. God has called you and anointed you to be a follower of Jesus (1:2)
· You have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father through the sanctifying work of the Spirit to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood (1:2)
· You are not here by accident or simple family heritage and training.

· God called you by name and invited you to be a follower of Jesus.
2. God has birthed you . . .
· into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus from the death, 

· into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade (1:3-4)

· through Jesus, His living and enduring word to us today (1:23)

3. God redeemed you from the way of this world through the precious blood of Christ (1:18-19; cf., Ephesians 2:1-5)

· You don’t belong to this world anymore

· You are no longer a slave of sin and the ways of this world

· You are still overcoming old practices, habits and ways of thinking
· You still get sucked into the ways of this world

· BUT, God has set you free to follow the way of Jesus

4. You are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood (2:5, 9).
Priests . . .
Proclaim the glory and grace of God

· offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Christ Jesus (5)

· declaring the praises of God who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light (9); i.e., witnesses to God’s grace and glory
Represent Jesus to the world

· Jesus sends us into the world as he sent his disciples into the world

· You are ambassadors of Jesus in this world (2 Corinthians 5:20)

· You declare the Kingdom of God and promote the way of Jesus

Intercede with God for the world, your family and friends, your church family
Edify and Encourage one another as brothers and sisters in Christ 

· Building one another up until we all reach unity in the faith, unity in the knowledge of Jesus and Christian maturity (Ephesians 4:11-13)

· Encouraging one another daily (Hebrews 3:13; 10:25)
· Ministry to one another in the church
Serve God with all your being (Romans 12:1-2)
· Offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God (2:5)

· Seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness (Matthew 6:33)

· Service to the glory of God as an expression of your worship to God

Trust God totally
· Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and he shall direct your ways (Proverbs 3:5-6)

· Trust in the LORD and do good; so shall you dwell in the land and be feed (Psalm 37:3)
5. YOU ARE THE PEOPLE OF GOD (2:10)
In light of this mission, the Bible contains a very practical provision—pastors.
Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. 13 This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ (Eph. 4:11-13, NLT).
As you call a new pastor, you are calling a leader who will lead and equip you to be priests and ministers in our world.
All Christians, by virtue of their baptism, are called by God to witness, to teach, to heal, and to proclaim. All Christians are amateurs so far as their relationship to God is concerned. Yet from the ranks of the baptized, some are called to lead. As Luther noted, because not every Christian can do all the church’s tasks every time the church gathers, for the sake of good order the church has found it helpful to ordain some from among the baptized to witness, to teach, to heal, and to proclaim to the church on Sunday so that all the baptized may witness, teach, heal, and proclaim during the rest of the week. Those who are called by God and the church to lead us in this way are called pastors, priests, ministers  [W. Willimon, Pastor: The Theology and Practice of Ordained Ministry, 16f].

Because of who you are in Christ Jesus, you are the frontline for God’s mission in our world today.  You are priests and ministers of God’s grace in the spirit of which Jesus sent his 12 disciples in mission.

How has your life reflected these declarations this past week?

How will you live out these declarations this week?
