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Sunday, June 7, 2015

Theme:
The LORD Will Provide

Scripture:
Philippians 4:19; Genesis 22:1-19

And my God will supply all your needs

according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19, NASB).

MY GOD WILL SUPPLY ALL YOUR NEEDS . . . 
· Does this really mean what it says?

· Do you really live with this promise every day of your life?

· Does this promise apply to NCCN?

This promise starts with a conjunction: “AND.” 
· “AND this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs…” (NLT) 
· “AND” hinges the promise to the previous action.  “A” leads to “B.”

· “AND” prompts us to look at this promise in its setting and identify the actions or conditions that lead to the promise (vv. 10-19, NLT)

Key phrases preceding “AND my God shall supply…”

· You are concerned about me again… (10, cf., v. 15 and Acts 16)

· You have done well to share with me in my present difficulty (14)

· Your offering came from sacrificial giving (vv. 10, 18)
· AND my God shall supply all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus (19)
This promise of God’s providence is illustrated in His call for Abraham to sacrifice Isaac as a burnt offering (Genesis 22:1-19). 
Is there an “AND my God shall supply all your needs” in this story about Abraham?
· CALL of God to life as a single-hearted follower of God (Genesis 12:1-3)

· DIVINE PROVISION: a son (Gen. 12-21). “AND my God shall supply all your needs…”

· TEST: God called Abraham to offer that son as a sacrifice back to God (Gen. 22)

· Objective of the test: Do you love this son more than you fear God? (v. 12)
· We ask, “Doesn’t God know our hearts?”  

· If so, why does he have to test us?  

· Is it possible the tests are more for us than God.
· OBEDIENCE by Abraham: 

· Immediate obedience  (v. 3)

· Total Obedience (9-10)

· PROVISION from the LORD
· The angel of the LORD stopped him… (11-12)

· Abraham aced the test: “Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son” (v. 12).

· The LORD opened his eyes to see a ram in a thicket. Abraham took the ram and sacrificed it to God (13)

· Was that ram there the whole time?

· Did God miraculously place that lamb there when he saw Abraham’s obedience?

· Is it unique that God only provided “one” ram, just enough for one offering but not a provision of “wealth?”
· BLESSING (product)
· God affirmed his covenant with Abraham (15-18)

· Isaac continued the line from which God promised to build a nation that would represent him to the world (15-18)

· Messiah came through that nation to the world, including each one of us

· CELEBRATION: Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide (14)

“The LORD will provide.”

“AND my God shall supply all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”

Are you living in the province of “THE LORD WILL PROVIDE”?

Have you been stretched in God’s mission for you?

· The Philippian Christians were stretched in sending offerings to Paul.

· Stretching experiences marked the second half of Abraham’s life.

· Now he had to submit again to a test from God: “sacrifice your only son.”

Personal and NCCN Application:

· Call of God to be whole-hearted followers of Jesus Christ
· TEST/OPPORTUNITY
· Is God calling you to a specific task or ministry

· What are you doing with the provisions from God for you?

· The Holy Spirit, the Bible, His Church

· Gifts for ministry and mission

· Talents, education and experiences

· To whom are you being a blessing?
· Are you being obedient to promises you have made to God?

· Mission opportunities where you live as individual believers

· Mission opportunities of this church
· Provision:

· The LORD will provide (Genesis 12:14)
· And my God will supply all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19, NASB)
INVITATION FOR TODAY
· Move beyond what you think you need

· Submit your whole self (body, soul, spirit, abilities and possessions) to God
